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A revolutionary investigation of Christianity’s roots that
offers a thoughtful reconsideration of the first two centuries
of the Jesus movement, transforming our understanding of
the religion and its early dissemination.

What do we really know about how Christianity took shape?
Do the rituals, practices, and beliefs common today look
anything like those of the earliest Christians? These questions
frame the thought experiment of a group of scholars from the
Westar Institute, home of the groundbreaking Jesus Seminar.
Too often the history of Christianity has been written
backwards, projecting later assumptions onto the past and so
distorting what we can see. This team of scholars asks: What
if history is played forward, without assuming an inevitable
outcome, without assumptions or preconceptions? How
would that change what we see in the first two centuries after
Jesus?

Highlighting the many archaeological and manuscript
discoveries over the past twenty years, After Jesus Before
Christianity offers numerous new insights and discoveries
that provide a paradigm-shifting picture, including:

e That there was no religion called Christianity before the
third century

* That there were multiple Jesus movements

e That there was much more flexibility and diversity within
the Jesus movements, including understandings of
gender, sexuality, and morality

e And much more

After Jesus Before Christianity will revolutionize how we see
the two hundred years after the life and death of Jesus of
Nazareth.

Erin Vearncombe is a professor in the Faculty of Arts and
Science at the University of Toronto. Her research focuses
on the social realities of the earliest Jesus groups.
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