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The Scandal of the Kingdom Workbook 
How the Parables of Jesus Revolutionize Life with God 
By Dallas Willard, Jan Johnson (With)

Drawn from unpublished writings of the late beloved author 
Dallas Willard, The Scandal of the Kingdom offers fresh 
insight into the moving and mysterious parables Jesus told. 

There is a striking difference between the way that most 
churches operate today and the way Jesus conducted his 
ministry when he was on earth. Most churches today spend 
their time and resources trying to get people to come into 
their doors and join their fellowship. But Jesus didn't concern 
himself with trying to get followers.

Instead, what we find in the Gospels is that the message 
Jesus taught was the nature and availability of the kingdom 
of God. It was now accessible to all people, both Jews and 
Gentiles alike. Jesus revealed much of these scandalous 
truths about God's kingdom through parables. Yet while 
these parables constitute some of his best-known teachings, 
they are also some of the least understood. 

The Scandal of the Kingdom Workbook, which accompanies 
the book of the same name, presents carefully curated new 
material from the late Dallas Willard to help readers understand 
the heart of Jesus' key parables, why Jesus chose story to 
communicate life's deepest truths, and how these stories are 
still revolutionary in showing us how to live out God's kingdom 
on earth today. With the rich insights and biblical scholarship 
common to all of Willard's works, this guide will help readers:

•	 Become more passionate about living the gospel in the full 
scope of Jesus' vision for them

•	 Better share their faith with those who have become 
disillusioned with Christianity

•	 Unlock the excitement of living in the upside-down kingdom 
of God

Dallas Willard (1935–2013) was a professor at the University 
of Southern California’s School of Philosophy from 1965 until 
his retirement in 2012. His groundbreaking books The Divine 
Conspiracy, The Great Omission, Knowing Christ Today, The 
Spirit of the Disciplines, Renovation of the Heart, and Hearing 
God forever changed the way thousands of Christians 
experience their faith.
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